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Monday, May 22, 2023 
1:00 - 3:00 pm  -  Crafty Corner 

 
Tuesday, May 23, 2023 

9:30 am  -  50/50 Club Drawing 
1:00 - 2:30 pm  -  Parish Book Club 

3:45 - 4:45 pm  -  French Class 
5:15 - 6:15 pm  -  French Class 

6:00 pm  -  Music Ministry Choir Rehearsal 
 

Wednesday, May 24, 2023 
8:30 am  -  Mass 

10:00 - 11:00 am  -  Chair Yoga 
12:00 pm  -  Parish Offices Closed 

6:30 pm  -  Music Ministry Instrumental Rehearsal 
 

Thursday, May 25, 2023 
5:30 - 6:30 pm  -  Gentle Yoga 

 
Friday, May 26, 2023 

10:00 am - 12:00 pm  -  Parish Renewal Journey 
Coordinating Meeting 

12:00 pm  -  Parish Offices Closed 
 

Saturday, May 27, 2023 
4:00 pm  -  Mass 

 
Sunday, May 28, 2023 

  8:30 am  -  Mass 
10:30 am  -  Mass 

 

May 20 - May 28, 2023 
 

Saturday, May 20, 2023 
  4:00 pm     Joseph Figura by Rick and Kim Faulkner 
 

Sunday, May 21,  2023 
  8:30 am     Dolores Medwetz 
  by Tony and Diane Zalewski 
10:30 am     Jeffrey Van Hecke 
  by Yolanda and Jonathan Van Hecke 
 

Wednesday, May 24, 2023 
  8:30 am     Emelia Alberico by the DeRobertis Family 
 

Saturday, May 27, 2023 
  4:00 pm     Santa Agnello by Pietro and Rosa Merlo 
  and the Family 
 

Sunday, May 28, 2023 
  8:30 am     William Anderson 
  by Mr. and Mrs. Robert Capestany 
10:30 am     Maria DiNicola by Luca, Lucia 
  and the Family 

This Week In Our Parish 

 

Our Weekly Collection 
 

May 13 - May 14, 2023 
Online Giving 

May 9 - May 15, 2023 
 

  Regular Collection   409 envelopes     $ 12,164.00 
  Community Outreach   156 envelopes     $    4,396.00 
  HVAC Project      31 envelopes     $    4,455.00 
  Music       16 envelopes     $       282.00 
  50/50     330 envelopes     $    1,650.00 
  Online Giving      14 envelopes     $       595.75 

Phone: 219.865.8956 
Email: info@smgdyer.org 

 
 

                                           Extension                    Email 
          Father Gajardo 313        FatherLeo@smgdyer.org 
          Father Niblick 304        FatherNiblick@smgdyer.org 
          Deacon Muvich 315        DeaconPhil@smgdyer.org 
          Deacon Ratliff 310        DeaconDan@smgdyer.org 
 

          Music Ministry 302        KarinJ@smgdyer.org 
 

Christian Formation Program       219.322.6124 
Community Outreach              219.865.5481 

 
 

           Church Website:     www.stmariagorettichurch.org 
           Church Address:      500 Northgate Drive,  Dyer, IN 46311 
 

 

Office Hours: 
Monday - Tuesday - Thursday:  9 AM – 12 PM  &  1 PM – 4 PM 

 Wednesday & Friday:  9 AM – 12 PM 
Saturday & Sunday: Closed 

Evening Hours by Appointment 

Parish Office Information 

May 27 - 28, 2023 
Lectors 
  4:00 pm Pat Kahl 
  8:30 am Mary Jo Ziemkowski 
10:30 am Radine Green 
 
Eucharist Ministers 
  4:00 pm Judy Ketelaar, Deacon Ratliff, 
  Karen Walski, Father Leo 
  8:30 am Kathy Hansen, Mary Kay Hensley, 
  Deacon Ratliff, Father Leo 
10:30 am Becky McKeever, Deacon Ratliff, 
  Jeff Sinder, Father Leo 
 
Altar Servers 
10:30 am Ben Szafasz, Jack Szafasz 

Ministry Schedule 

mailto:info@smgdyer.org
mailto:DeaconPhil@smgdyer.org
mailto:DeaconDan@smgdyer.org
mailto:KarinJ@smgdyer.org
http://www.stmariagorettichurch.org


Living From Sunday  -  Father Gajardo 

Dear Friends, 
 

I have not known many people in the military 
during my life.  But over the last couple of years, I 
have gotten to know two Air Force officers.  One is 
a man named Dan, whose wedding I celebrated 
last October.  Dan graduated from the Air Force 
Academy a couple of years ago and is currently in 
Texas completing flight school.  The other is named 
Zach, who is a seminarian for the Diocese of Gary 
and will be ordained a deacon in early June.  After 
he is ordained a priest in 2024, Zach will spend five 
years serving as an active-duty chaplain in the Air 
Force. 
 

In accord with the Constitution of the United 
States, Dan and Zach each received a commission 
from the President of the United States to serve as 
military officers.  For their part, at the time of their 
commissioning, Dan and Zach, like all other 
military officers, promised to defend the 
Constitution and to “well and faithfully discharge 
the duties of the office” to which they were 
commissioned. 
 

I mention this to you because, unlike those who 
serve in the military, most of us don’t often think 
about the experience of being commissioned to do 
something.  But as we celebrate the mystery of the 
Ascension of the Lord Jesus to glory, the Word of 
God reminds us that all of us who have been 
baptized have received a commission from the 
Lord. 
 

In the account of the Ascension recounted at the 
end of the Gospel of Matthew, right before leaving 
his disciples, the Risen Jesus gave them what has 
been called the Great Commission: “All power in 
heaven and on earth has been given to me.  Go, 
therefore, and make disciples of all nations, 
baptizing them in the name of the Father, and of 
the Son, and of the Holy Spirit, teaching them to 
observe all that I have commanded you.  And 
behold, I am with you always, until the end of the 
age. 
 

The word “commission” is connected to the word 
commitment.  Jesus committed to the disciples the 
responsibility of continue his ministry of preaching 
the Good News, of reconciling all people with God, 
and of being part of God’s work of recreating the 
world.  The task he entrusted to them and to us 

 
 

seems daunting because it is.  But Jesus also 
committed himself to his disciples, promising that 
he would always be with them as they carried out 
the mission committed to them. 
 

Only by remembering that in committing his 
mission to us, Jesus also committed himself to be 
with us always does it become possible for us to 
respond to the Great Commission in our won day.  
His commission to us is not a matter of power or 
privilege; all power in heaven and on earth has 
been given to him, not to us.  Rather, his 
commission means that we must be willing to love 
all and to serve all, just as Jesus does. 
 

There are so many ways in which we, as a parish, 
and each one of us, as individuals, are called to live 
out the Great Commission today.  As we consider a 
parish renewal journey, one of the hopes that I 
have is that we will discover anew what it means 
for us, the people of St. Maria Goretti Church, to 
live out the Great Commission at this moment in 
history. 
 

On page 8 of the bulletin, you will find some 
information on the two additional members of the 
Coordinating Team with whom I have been 
meeting to consider what a renewal journey might 
mean and might look like for us.  One of the things 
that has impressed me about the five members of 
the Team is that they understand themselves to be 
servants of God and of you, their fellow 
parishioners.  Over the summer, we hope to 
provide you with information that will encourage 
you to consider being part of a parish renewal 
journey. 
 

But before the Team can proceed with this work, it 
is important for all of you, the members of St. 
Maria Goretti Church, to commission the Team to 
serve our parish in this vital role.  And so, next 
weekend, as we gather to celebrate the great feast 
of Pentecost, we will take time during all Masses 
to commission our renewal journey Coordinating 
Team with the important task of helping us all to 
discern and embrace the Lord’s invitation to 
renewal, remembering that he is always with us 
and is committed to us. 
 

Peace, 
 

Father Leo 
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Living For Sunday 
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Lectio Divina 
for May 28, 2023 

Solemnity of Pentecost 

 
We begin our prayer: 
 
In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of 
the Holy Spirit.  Amen. 
 
O God, who by the mystery of today’s great feast 
sanctify your whole Church in every people and           
 nation, 
pour out, we pray, the gifts of the Holy Spirit 
across the face of the earth 
and, with the divine grace that was at work 
when the Gospel was first proclaimed, 
fill now once more the hearts of believers. 
Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, 
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the 
 Holy Spirit, 
God, for ever and ever. 
 
                Collect, Pentecost, Mass during the Day 
 

Reading (Lectio) 
 
Read the following Scripture two or three times. 
 
John 20:19-23 
 
On the evening of that first day of the week, 
when the doors were locked, where the disciples 
were, for fear of the Jews, Jesus came and stood 
in their midst and said to them, “Peace be with 
you.”  When he had said this, he showed them 
his hands and his side.  The disciples rejoiced 
when they saw the Lord. Jesus said to them 
again, “Peace be with you.  As the Father has 
sent me, so I send you.” And when he had said 
this, he breathed on them and said to them, 
“Receive the Holy Spirit.  Whose sins you forgive 
are forgiven them, and whose sins you retain are 
retained.” 

 
 

Meditation (Meditatio) 
 
After the reading, take some time to reflect in 
silence on one or more of the following 
questions: 
 

• Did this scripture passage remind you of a 
personal experience, story, or another 
scripture passage? 

• What word or words in this passage caught 
your attention? 

• What in this passage comforted you? 
• What in this passage challenged you? 
 
If practicing lectio divina as a family or in a 
group, after the reflection time, invite the 
participants to share their responses. 
 

Prayer (Oratio) 
 
Read the Scripture passage one more time.  
Bring to the Lord the praise, petition, or 
thanksgiving that the Word inspires in you. 
 

Contemplation (Contemplatio) 
 
Read the Scripture again, followed by this 
reflection: 
 
What conversion of mind, heart, and life is the 
Lord asking of me? 
 
Though all may have their faith in you shaken, 
mine will never be.  When has my faith been 
tested or shaken?  How can I seek God’s grace to 
strengthen my faith? 
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“My Father, if it is possible, let this cup pass from 
me; yet, not as I will, but as you will.”  When has 
God asked me to do something I found difficult? 
How can I be more eager to follow God’s will for 
me? 
 
The spirit is willing, but the flesh is weak.  What 
weaknesses keep me from living an authentic 
Christian life of love and service?  How can I 
discipline my will so that I follow the Spirit’s 
promptings? 
 
After a period of silent reflection and/or 
discussion, all recite the Lord’s Prayer and the 
following: 
 

Closing Prayer: 
 
Bless the LORD, O my soul! 
   O LORD, my God, you are great indeed! 
How manifold are your works, O LORD! 
   the earth is full of your creatures; 
If you take away their breath, they perish 
   and return to their dust. 
When you send forth your spirit, they are 
   created, and you renew the face of the earth. 
 
May the glory of the LORD endure forever; 
   may the LORD be glad in his works! 
Pleasing to him be my theme; 
   I will be glad in the LORD. 
 
          From Psalm 104 
 

Living the Word This Week 
 
How can I make my life a gift for others in 
charity? 
 
Join a diocesan, state, or national advocacy 
effort to speak out on behalf of the 
underprivileged and voiceless. 

 

Excerpts from the New American Bible, revised 
edition © 2010, 1991, 1986, 1970 Confraternity 
of Christian Doctrine, Washington, D.C. and are 

used by permission of the copyright owner. 
Excerpts from the Lectionary for Mass for Use in 

the Dioceses of the United States of America, 
second typical edition © 2001, 1998, 1997, 1986, 

1970 Confraternity of Christian Doctrine, Inc., 
Washington, DC. Used with permission. All rights 

reserved. No portion of this text may be 
reproduced by any means without permission in 

writing from the copyright owner. 
 

Excerpts from the English translation of 
The Roman Missal © 2010, International 

Commission on English in the Liturgy 
Corporation. 

All rights reserved. 



Words For The Wind  -  Father Niblick 
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prejudices and concerns rather than interpreting 
contemporary prejudices and biases through 
meditation and study of the sacred texts. 
 

There is a whole lot of art that shows the lower legs 
and feet of Jesus dangling from clouds at the top of 
canvases that paint a positively ridiculous image, but a 
very pernicious image, of Christ being in heaven with 
various and sundry organizations gladly taking the 
place of Christ on earth running rampant with 
misinformation and downright deceit as to the 
business of making “disciples of all the nations” and 
“teaching them all that I have commanded you.” 
 

The carefully crafted text of Jesus in this Matthew 
story gives the disciples the instruction to baptize in 
the Name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy 
Spirit. The same words that we have been baptized 
with, the same text that we, in fact, baptize with, and 
my question is why? 
 

What did Jesus understand about his mission on 
earth? 
 

He did not think he knew better than God what needs 
or ought to be done, who ought to belong, who ought 
not to belong, who is of value and who is not of value, 
what is right and what is wrong, and so on and so on 
and so forth.  He repeatedly made clear that his work 
was the work of the Father. 
 

Jesus ate with sinners, walked with pagans, talked to 
women and lepers, confronted violence without 
retaliation, had no traction with the sin offering 
business that his religion had gotten into, and 
understood himself to be the beloved child, Son of 
God, in fact, and sought no privilege or prerogative 
from anyone or any place or anything and to the end 
of his life tried to heal the wounds caused by violence 
and violent thinking by forgiving. 
 

The essential nature of creation as I believe that Jesus 
experienced and understood it was relational equality, 
we are essentially interdependent on and with all 
created reality that came into being through the Love 
in the Mystery many of us call God. 
 

Our collective experience enshrined in liturgy and 
dogma has led us to understand the Mystery that we 
call God as a Trinity of persons, Father and Son and 
Holy Spirit all equal one reality in relational equality. 
 

Relational equality is why Jesus taught us to pray by 
addressing, Our Father.  It is not my father, but Our 
Father and the Father is in undivided unity with the  

Dear Friends, 
 

To consider the Ascension to be an historical fact is to 
miss the point because while versions of that 
scenario, in fact, appear in the synoptic Gospels of 
Matthew, Luke, and Mark, John does not have any 
account of any kind of ascending of Jesus to heaven. 
 

When we are talking and reading about an ascension 
of Jesus, we are talking about a theological fact not an 
historical event.  The theology contained in the 
Ascension stories is to help the disciples of the past 
and the present, us, understand the nature of the 
Presence of the Mystery many of us call, God, in our 
lives here and now. 
 

That being said, the theological task of the 
“ascension” is to remember that the mystery many of 
us call, God, became incarnate in Jesus and did, in 
fact, live and die in human flesh in a specific time and 
place with a specific human identity but God, we 
profess in faith, is a mystery beyond the categories of 
humanity and is eternal and is present to us 
sacramentally in religious ritual and in all of creation 
evolving toward a consummation of love, The 
Kingdom of God. 
 

I realize the above seems like a lot of words, but it is 
the way I make sense out of my experience and belief 
that love never dies even though the people and 
places and times we love, do die. 
 

This is a serious point: by treating the Ascension as 
history, we get that Mystery, out of our way and we 
rely on our own resources for better or worse but 
usually for worse, in my opinion, and the reality of 
love at the core of it all, God, gets lost. 
 

This is a very important distinction to keep in mind, in 
my opinion, concerning the entirety of our use of the 
Bible and that is, we are not dealing with ideas or 
dogmas but with the mystery of a Person, rather 
persons, the Mystery that many of us call, God, 
Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 
 

In these days, most people who claim the Bible as 
some kind of important text make the unfortunate 
but predictable mistake of turning the Bible into 
“history.” 
 

They reduce the Bible to their late twentieth century, 
early twenty-first century understanding of things and 
miss the whole point of the salvation history that the 
Bible tells of in the living now not the dead then.  They 
take seriously sacred literature created thousands of 
years ago and make it conform to contemporary 



First Holy Communion 
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The Number Drawn 
 

On Tuesday, 
 

May 16, 2023 
 

Was #2100. 
 

It Is A rollover. 
 

The Winner Would 
Have Won 
$1,635.00. 

 
The Next 50/50 Club Drawing 

is Scheduled for 
 

Tuesday, May 23, 2023. 

May 20 - 21, 2022 
 

Maeve Albrecht 
Gianna Diaz 

Isabella Dondiego 
Sebastian Dondiego 

Nicholas Lane 
Kylie Marinucci 
Anthony Masen 

Alia Rivera 
Damian Serrano 

Club Information 

To be eligible to win our weekly 50/50 Club you MUST use 2 
separate envelopes dated for the current week and enve-
lopes must be received by the business office before 8:30 am 
on Monday morning following the envelope date.  Please 
drop your envelopes in the collection basket at church, drop 
your envelopes in the drop box located to the right of the 
business office door, or you may mail in your envelopes.  
(Please allow extra time if you are mailing in your enve-
lopes.)  In your weekly offering envelope, your contribution 
must be at least $5, and you must use your corresponding 
weekly 50/50 club envelope with exactly $5 in that envelope.  
If you donate with checks, you must write two separate 
checks for each envelope every week.  Writing one check for 
your monthly offering and/or 50/50 contributions is not al-
lowed.  An NSF check will make a participant ineligible.  Do-
nations received through OSV on-line giving are not eligible 
to participate in the 50/50 Club. Failure to comply with any 
of these rules will result in ineligibility for participation in 
that week’s 50/50 club. 
 

Weekly drawings are held at 9:30 am on Tuesday mornings.  
If a winner is picked, they will be contacted via phone on 
Tuesday morning.  Should the drawn envelope number not 
be present in that Sunday’s collection, the winnings will roll-
over into the next week’s drawing.  Thank you. 

 
 

Son and the Holy Spirit and the baptism that Jesus 
told his disciples to use was, in the name of the Father 
and the Son and the Holy Spirit, a consciousness not a 
membership drive. 
 

That is what his baptism and his commandments are 
about, to bring about within us, the change in 
consciousness, the Real Presence, of that relational 
equality with one another and with the Father and 
Son and Holy Spirit.  His instructions to his disciples 
were intended to convey that, unfortunately, his 
disciples often get it wrong, sometimes, very wrong. 
 

I wonder these days if Jesus had any notion that we 
would interpret this commission to his disciples into 
the highly organized global organization with dioceses 
and parishes modeled on the organization of the 
Roman army and hierarchical structure like a 
Medieval monarchy? 
 

I doubt it and while I worked for it and enjoyed it, I 
wonder how it fits with the Kingdom of God that Jesus 
imagined and in the long arc of history will what we 
call the Church resemble what Jesus thought it should 
look like in its fulfillment. 
 

After all the Kingdom of God is at hand and it is 
parables that enable us to find it, maybe, more than 
institutions. 
 

Just in these days, one man in Florida gets it very, very 
wrong, as many have before and will again, in calling a 
person who killed another person in New York a 
“good samaritan.” No matter intentionally or 
unintentionally, the act was an act of killing and it is 
painfully obvious that the claim of a right to life, is not 
understood as Jesus understood it. 
 

In every non-emergency baptism in the Catholic 
Church there is an explicit rite of exorcism.  Not the 
exorcism of the movie and the popular imagination 
but an exorcism that our earliest ancestors in the faith 
understood as they came to experience the relational 
equality of the Presence of the Father and the Son 
and the Holy Spirit in the celebration of the Eucharist, 
the exorcism of the spirit of violence., Satan, the one 
who blames others. 
 

In this Catholic prayer of exorcism at baptism, I 
believe, the consciousness of original sin that we pray 
the baptized be free of is understood as the original 
sin of Cain in killing his brother Abel. 
 

Peace, 
Father Niblick 



Renewal Journey Coordinating Team 
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Hi, I am Kevin Foy.   My wife and I fell in love with St. Maria Goretti 
Church from the very first Sunday.  We had moved to the area a 
few years prior and been searching for a parish which would both 
enrich our own spiritual lives and provide a welcoming and 
engaging experience of community and worship for our two 
children. St. Maria Goretti was clearly that place.  We officially 
joined the parish in 2019, with our eldest of two children enrolling 
in CFP and myself serving as a volunteer catechist since that time. 
(Our youngest will begin in the fall.) 
 
 

I am humbled and excited to participate in the renewal process at St. Maria Goretti as a member of the 
Coordinating Team.  I have ministered in the Catholic Church for roughly two decades, working first as a 
Catholic school aide and later teacher, and then for seven years with the Maryknoll Missioners, a 
religious congregation dedicated to serving in solidarity with marginalized communities across the 
globe.  Currently, I serve as director of Lifelong Faith Formation for the Archdiocese of Chicago. 
 

In all my work and travels, I have witnessed how the Holy Spirit works through our encounters with one 
another.  This, I believe, is the true gift and opportunity afforded by the renewal process taking shape at 
our parish.  It is a chance to listen to one another’s stories, honor and learn from our various 
experiences, and discern together how God might be calling us to support and inspire one another as a 
community of believers. I look forward to working with Father Leo, the rest of the Coordinating Team, 
and all of you to see where God may be leading us next! 

Hi, I am Barb Swanson, a member of St. Maria Goretti Parish since its 
beginning. I was lucky enough to be part of this faith community as 
we built it from the ground up and am so very proud of what we do 
here at our parish.  There is no faith community anywhere that 
delivers the community spirit that our parish is built upon! 
 

I am the mother of three adult children, stepmother of two adult 
children, plus am blessed with nine grandchildren and two great-
grandchildren.  John and I are both retired financial execs, and love 
to travel, but are slowing down just a little these days!!! 
 
 

I have a BS in Accounting and spent most of my career in financial management positions, ending as a 
VP of Finance for a multi-national manufacturing company.  I serve our parish as a member of the 
Finance Council, and previously was involved in the development of our Community Outreach ministry, 
and as a lector. 
 

What I hope I bring to this renewal journey is a financial acumen to assess the viability of whatever 
goals this parish chooses to pursue.  More importantly, I bring a knowledge of our parish history 
coupled with a strong love for this parish community and desire to see it to continue to prosper.  
 

I am so excited about this renewal journey for our parish.  We have come so far and accomplished so 

much in our first fifty years. It is the perfect time to dream and plan for the parish that we want to 

belong to for the next fifty years.  Come join us in this renewal journey. 



Prayer Blanket Recipients 
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Railcats vs. Milwaukee 

Baseball Game 
 

Wednesday, June 28, 2023 
$25.00 per person 

 

Join us for a fun afternoon at the ballpark. 
 

Depart St. Maria Goretti parking lot at 10:45am via Starlight Express Coach. 
 

Game starts at 12:00 pm. 
 

Ticket includes a Hot Dog, Chips and a Drink. 
 

Return at approximately 4:00 pm 
 

For reservations, please call 219.865.5482 or email KarenB@smgdyer.org 
Your payment confirms your reservation! 

VS. 

Part-Time Parish Maintenance/
Landscape Position 
 

Saint Maria Goretti – Dyer, IN 
 

• Duties include hall set-ups and break-
downs 

• General repairs around the church, 
       hall, business office and rectory 
• Snow shoveling and salting 
• General landscaping duties 
• General custodial duties 
 

Additional information:  This position is a 
morning shift, Monday – Friday.  May 
require weekend snow shoveling and 
salting. 
 

How to Apply:   
Please contact Deacon Dan Ratliff at      
DeaconDan@smgdyer.org or 219.865.8956. 

 
Wedding Receptions • Bridal & Baby Showers 

Funeral Luncheons • Class Reunions 
Anniversary Parties • Corporate Functions/
Retreats •Quinceaneras • Family Reunions 

 

Let us help you make your next event unforgettable. 
 

Catering provided by: 
Dave Lencioni 

Lencioni Catering 
708.421.2433 

Casa Maria Banquet 
Hall 

500 Northgate Drive 
Dyer, Indiana 

 

Please say a prayer for the blessing of good health, comfort, peace and faith for those who have 
received prayer blankets during the past months: 
 

Olimpia, Kelley, Linda H., Jen, Linda B., Zana and Victoria. 
 

We ask you to continue to remember others who received the prayer blankets in previous months. 
Some have recovered (and we give thanks!), others are still in need of our prayer and others have 
found their way to our God in peace. 
 

If you have a friend or family member who is seriously ill and you think a prayer blanket would bring 
some comfort to them, please call the parish office at 219. 865.8956. 

mailto:KarenB@smgdyer.org


On Not Being Defensive - Ron Rolheiser 
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In much of the secularized world, we live in a climate 
that is somewhat anti-ecclesial and anti-clerical. It’s 
quite fashionable today to bash the churches, be they 
Roman Catholic, Protestant, or Evangelical. This is 
often done in the name of being open-minded and 
enlightened, and it’s the one bias that’s intellectually 
sanctioned. Say something derogatory about any 
other group in society, and you will be brought to 
account; say something disparaging about the church 
and there are no such consequences. 
 

What’s the proper response?  While it’s easy to take 
offense at this, we must be careful not to overreact 
because, as a church, we should not be 
fundamentally threatened by this. Why? 
 

First, because a certain amount of this criticism is 
good and helpful. Truth be told, we have some very 
real faults. All atheism is a parasite feeding off bad 
religion. Our critics feed off our faults and we can be 
grateful that our faults are being pointed out to us – 
even if sometimes over-generously. Criticism of the 
church is healthily humbling us and pushing us 
toward a more courageous internal purification. 
Besides, for too long we have enjoyed a situation of 
privilege, never a good thing for the church. We 
generally live healthier as Christians in a time of dis-
privilege than in a time of privilege, even if it isn’t as 
pleasant. Moreover, there are some important things 
at stake here. 
 

We must be careful not to overreact to the present 
anti-ecclesial climate because this can lead to an over
-defensiveness and put us in an unhealthy adversarial 
position vis-à-vis the culture, and that’s not where 
the gospel asks us to be. Rather our task is to absorb 
this criticism, painful though it is, gently point to its 
unfairness, and resist the temptation to be defensive. 
Why? Why not aggressively defend ourselves? 
 

Because we are strong enough not to, and that’s 

reason enough. We can withstand this without 

having to become hard and defensive. Current 

criticism of the church notwithstanding, the church is 

not about to go under or away any time soon. We are 

two and a half billion Christians in the world, stand 

within a two-thousand-year-old tradition, have 

among ourselves a universally accepted scripture, 

have two thousand years of doctrinal entrenchment 

and refinement, have massive centuries-old 

institutions, are embedded in the very roots of 

Western culture and technology, constitute perhaps 

the biggest multinational group in the world, and are 

growing in numbers worldwide. We are hardly a reed 

shaking in the wind, reeling vulnerably, a ship about 
to go under. We are strong, stable, blessed by God, 
an Elder in the culture, and because of this we owe it 
to the culture to model maturity and understanding. 
 

Beyond that, even more important, is the fact that 
we have Christ’s promise to be with us, and the 
reality of the resurrection to sustain us. Given all this, 
I think it’s fair to say that we can absorb a fair 
amount of criticism without fear of losing our 
identity. Moreover, we must not let this criticism 
make us lose sight of why we exist in the first place. 
 

The church exists not for its own sake or to ensure its 
own survival, but for the sake of the world. We can 
easily forget this and lose sight of what the gospel 
asks of us. For example, compare these two 
responses: At a press conference, Cardinal Basil 
Hume was once asked what he considered the 
foremost task facing the church today. He replied 
simply: “To need to try to save this planet.” Compare 
that response with that of another cardinal who, in a 
recent radio interview, was asked the same question 
(What is the foremost task facing the church today?) 
and replied, “To defend the faith.” Who’s right? 
 

Everything about Jesus suggests that Hume’s view is 
closer to the gospel than the other. When Jesus says, 
“My flesh is food for the life of the world”, he is 
affirming clearly that the primary task of the church 
is not to defend itself, or ensure its continuity, or 
protect itself from being crushed by the world. The 
church exists for the sake of the world, not for its 
own sake. That’s why there is such a rich symbolism 
in the fact that immediately after Jesus was born, he 
was laid in a trough in a stable, a place where animals 
come to eat; and it’s why he gives himself up on a 
table in the Eucharist, to be eaten. Being eaten up by 
the world is largely what Jesus is about, namely, 
risking vulnerability over safety and trust over 
defensiveness. At the very heart of the Gospel lies a 
call to risk beyond defensiveness and to absorb 
unjust criticism without fighting back: “Forgive them, 
they know not what they do!” 
 

The church is meant to give itself over as food for the 
world. Like all living bodies it needs sometimes to 
protect itself – but never at the cost of losing its very 
reason for being here. 

Oblate Father Ron Rolheiser is a theologian, teacher, and 

award-winning author. He can be contacted through his 

website www.ronrolheiser.com. Now on Facebook 

www.facebook.com/ronrolheiser 
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