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Monday, May 15, 2023 
6:30 - 8:00 pm  -  CFP 5th and 6th Grades 

 
Tuesday, May 16, 2023 

9:30 am  -  50/50 Club Drawing 
1:00 - 2:30 pm  -  Parish Book Club 

3:45 - 4:45 pm  -  French Class 
5:15  -  6:15 pm  -  French Class 

6:00 pm  -  Music Ministry Choir Rehearsal 
 

Wednesday, May 17, 2023 
8:30 am  -  Mass 

12:00 pm  -  Parish Offices Closed 
6:30 pm  -  Music Ministry Instrumental Rehearsal 

 
Thursday, May 18, 2023 

5:30 - 6:30 pm  -  Gentle Yoga 
 

Friday, May 19, 2023 
12:00 pm  -  Parish Offices Closed 

 
Saturday, May 20, 2023 

9:00 - 10:30 am  -  CFP Early Session A 
11:00 am - 12:30 pm  -  CFP Late Session A 

4:00 pm  -  Mass 
 

Sunday, May 21, 2023 
  8:30 am  -  Mass 
10:30 am  -  Mass 

 

May 13 - May 21, 2023 
 

Saturday, May 13, 2023 
  4:00 pm     Charles and Vi Bobonick 
             by Mark and Jeanne Bobonick 
 

Sunday, May 14,  2023 
  8:30 am     The People of St. Maria Goretti Parish 
10:30 am     The People of St. Maria Goretti Parish 
 

Wednesday, May 17, 2023 
  8:30 am     Barbara and Richard Smykowski 
  by Lois and Jim 
 

Saturday, May 20, 2023 
  4:00 pm     Joseph Figura by Rick and Kim Faulkner 
 

Sunday, May 21, 2023 
  8:30 am     Dolores Medwetz  
  by Tony and Diane Zalewski 
10:30 am     Jeffrey Van Hecke  
  by Yolanda and Jonathan Van Hecke 

This Week In Our Parish 

 

Our Weekly Collection 
 

May 6 - May 7, 2023 
Online Giving 

May 2 - May 8, 2023 
 

  Regular Collection   416 envelopes     $ 16,235.00 
  Community Outreach       5 envelopes     $    1,320.00 
  Easter         1 envelopes     $       100.00 
  HVAC Project      57 envelopes     $    3,870.00 
  Music     112 envelopes     $    1,502.00 
  50/50     324 envelopes     $    1,620.00 
  Online Giving      17 envelopes     $       790.75 

Phone: 219.865.8956 
Email: info@smgdyer.org 

 
 

                                           Extension                    Email 
          Father Gajardo 313        FatherLeo@smgdyer.org 
          Father Niblick 304        FatherNiblick@smgdyer.org 
          Deacon Muvich 315        DeaconPhil@smgdyer.org 
          Deacon Ratliff 310        DeaconDan@smgdyer.org 
 

          Music Ministry 302        KarinJ@smgdyer.org 
 

Christian Formation Program       219.322.6124 
Community Outreach              219.865.5481 

 
 

           Church Website:     www.stmariagorettichurch.org 
           Church Address:      500 Northgate Drive,  Dyer, IN 46311 
 

 

Office Hours: 
Monday - Tuesday - Thursday:  9 AM – 12 PM  &  1 PM – 4 PM 

 Wednesday & Friday:  9 AM – 12 PM 
Saturday & Sunday: Closed 

Evening Hours by Appointment 

Parish Office Information 

May 20 - 21, 2023 
Lectors 
  4:00 pm Radine Green 
  8:30 am Patti Gurnak 
10:30 am Mary Crowley 
 
Eucharist Ministers 
  4:00 pm Pamela Miller, Bob Rajewski, 
  Deacon Ratliff, Father Leo 
  8:30 am Deacon Muvich, 
  Pamela Schopp-Young, 
  Chip Sobek, Father Leo 
10:30 am Judy Ketelaar, Deacon Muvich, 
  Donna Sharp, Father Leo 
 
Altar Servers 
10:30 am Lailani Johnson, Mallorie Ondas 

Ministry Schedule 

mailto:info@smgdyer.org
mailto:DeaconPhil@smgdyer.org
mailto:DeaconDan@smgdyer.org
mailto:KarinJ@smgdyer.org
http://www.stmariagorettichurch.org


Living From Sunday  -  Father Gajardo 

Dear Friends, 
 

Even as we continue our celebration of Easter for 
50 days, the liturgy is beginning to direct our 
attention and imagination to the outpouring of 
God’s Spirit, which is intimately connected with 
the resurrection of Jesus.  In today’s Gospel, which 
is once again taken from John’s account of the Last 
Supper, we hear Jesus tell his disciples that he 
would ask his Father to send the Spirit of truth to 
remain with them.  In other words, even as he 
prepared to face his own death, Jesus was 
preparing his disciples for a new experience of 
God’s Spirit. 
 

A few days after Jesus spoke these words to his 
disciples, the Spirit of God would begin God’s work 
of recreating all things by raising Jesus to a new 
life.  That is why today’s reading from the First 
Letter of St. Peter reminds us that, although Jesus 
was “[p]ut to death in the flesh, he was brought to 
life in the Spirit.”  The new outpouring of the Spirit 
of God that Jesus had promised his disciples first 
manifested itself in Jesus’ own resurrection. 
 

But that new outpouring did not end with the 
resurrection of Jesus.  As we hear in the reading 
from the Acts of the Apostles, the early disciples 
experienced the fulfillment of Jesus’ promise as 
they began to share the Good News with other.  
When some Samaritans became the first non-Jews 
to believe in Jesus after his resurrection, Peter and 
John “went down and prayed for them, that they 
might receive the Holy Spirit.” 
 

But while the scriptural testimony is clear and 
consistent on the central role of the Spirit in the 
work of recreation that God began through the 
resurrection of Jesus and wants to continue 
through those who believe in Jesus, it can be 
difficult for us to recognize and respond to the 
Spirit that is present and active in our lives.  We 
struggle to “imagine” what the Spirit is and does.  
Representations of the Spirit as fire or a dove may 
not speak to us, the way they may have spoken to 
our ancestors in the faith.    
 

Perhaps the key to recognizing and responding to 
the Spirit is to avoid trying to “understand” the 
Spirit and to focus on experiencing the Spirit.  That 
is why the Sunday celebration of the Holy 
Eucharist is so essential for our lives as disciples.   

 
 

As we gather to celebrate Mass, Sunday after 
Sunday, we are not giving a lecture about the 
Spirit; we are given an outpouring of the Spirit.  In 
the proclamation of the Word and in the offering 
of thanks to the Father, we experience the 
presence and action of the Spirit.  It is the Spirit 
who transforms the words of Scripture that we 
hear into words of wisdom and life, and the Spirit 
who transforms the bread and wine that we 
present into the sacrament of the Body and Blood 
of the Risen Christ. 
 

As we consider entering a time of renewal as a 
parish, part of what may be offered to us through 
such a journey is the opportunity to rediscover and 
deepen our awareness of how the Spirit has been 
guiding and can continue to guide the life and 
mission of St. Maria Goretti Church.  What a 
blessing it would be if, a year from now, we all 
sensed and expressed more concretely the reality 
that Spirit is with us always, guiding us to ever 
greater life and love! 
 

As I mentioned to you last week, we want to take 
the opportunity to introduce you to the 
parishioners with whom I have been discussing the 
possibility of a renewal journey.  They are not 
elected representatives, but, in their backgrounds, 
length of time in the parish, and gifts they have 
from the Lord, they do represent a cross-section of 
our parishioners.  They have not been called to be 
managers of a process imposed from above, but 
servant-leaders who can accompany all of us in an 
experience of listening to God and each other, and 
of learning from God and each other. 
 

On page 8 of the bulletin, you will find short 
descriptions that three of the members of our 
“Coordinating Team” wrote of themselves and of 
what they see as the potential of a renewal 
journey.  Next week, we will feature the other two 
members of the team.  I invite you to read what 
they have to say and, if you get a chance, to talk 
with them about any questions, thoughts, and/or 
hopes that you may have about beginning a 
renewal journey. 
 

Peace, 
 

Father Leo 
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Living For Sunday 

4 

Lectio Divina 
for May 21, 2023 

The Solemnity Of The Ascension 

 
We begin our prayer: 
 
In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of 
the Holy Spirit.  Amen. 
 
Gladden us with holy joys, almighty God, 
and make us rejoice with devout thanksgiving, 
for the Ascension of Christ your Son 
is our exaltation, 
and, where the Head has gone before in glory, 
the Body is called to follow in hope. 
Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, 
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the   
 Holy Spirit, 
God, for ever and ever. 
 
    Collect, Ascension, Mass during the Day  
 

Reading (Lectio) 
 
Read the following Scripture two or three times. 
 
Matthew 28:16-20  
 
The eleven disciples went to Galilee, to the 
mountain to which Jesus had ordered them. 
When they saw him, they worshiped, but they 
doubted. Then Jesus approached and said to 
them, “All power in heaven and on earth has 
been given to me. Go, therefore, and make 
disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the 
name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the 
Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe all that I 
have commanded you. And behold, I am with 
you always, until the end of the age.” 

 
 

Meditation (Meditatio) 
 
After the reading, take some time to reflect in 
silence on one or more of the following 
questions: 
 

• Did this scripture passage remind you of a 
personal experience, story, or another 
scripture passage? 

• What word or words in this passage caught 
your attention? 

• What in this passage comforted you? 
• What in this passage challenged you? 
 
If practicing lectio divina as a family or in a 
group, after the reflection time, invite the 
participants to share their responses. 
 

Prayer (Oratio) 
 
Read the Scripture passage one more time.  
Bring to the Lord the praise, petition, or 
thanksgiving that the Word inspires in you. 
 

Contemplation (Contemplatio) 
 
Read the Scripture again, followed by this 
reflection: 
 
What conversion of mind, heart, and life is the 
Lord asking of me? 
 
The eleven disciples went to Galilee, to the 
mountain to which Jesus had ordered them. How 
do I discern God’s will for me? How can I 
become more docile to that will? 



5 

 
 
All power in heaven and on earth has been given 
to me. How have I experienced God’s power and 
majesty? How can I respond in adoration and 
thanksgiving to all that God has done for me?  
 
Go, therefore, and make disciples of all nations. 
When was the last time I shared my faith with 
someone? How can I develop an evangelizing 
spirit? 
 
After a period of silent reflection and/or 
discussion, all recite the Lord’s Prayer and the 
following: 
 

Closing Prayer: 
 
All you peoples, clap your hands,  
   shout to God with cries of gladness, 
For the LORD, the Most High, the awesome, 
   is the great king over all the earth. 
 
God mounts his throne amid shouts of joy; 
   the LORD, amid trumpet blasts. 
Sing praise to God, sing praise; 
   sing praise to our king, sing praise. 
 
For king of all the earth is God; 
   sing hymns of praise. 
God reigns over the nations, 
   God sits upon his holy throne. 
 
          From Psalm 47 
 

Living the Word This Week 
 
How can I make my life a gift for others in 
charity? 
 

Learn more about evangelization by reading the 
vision of Go and Make Disciples: https://
www.usccb.org/beliefs-and-teachings/howwe-
teach/evangelization/go-and-make-disciples/
goand-make-disciples-a-national-plan-and-
strategyfor-catholic-evangelization-in-the-united
-states  

 

Excerpts from the New American Bible, revised 
edition © 2010, 1991, 1986, 1970 Confraternity 
of Christian Doctrine, Washington, D.C. and are 

used by permission of the copyright owner. 
Excerpts from the Lectionary for Mass for Use in 

the Dioceses of the United States of America, 
second typical edition © 2001, 1998, 1997, 1986, 

1970 Confraternity of Christian Doctrine, Inc., 
Washington, DC. Used with permission. All rights 

reserved. No portion of this text may be 
reproduced by any means without permission in 

writing from the copyright owner. 
 

Excerpts from the English translation of 
The Roman Missal © 2010, International 

Commission on English in the Liturgy 
Corporation. 

All rights reserved. 



Words For The Wind  -  Father Niblick 
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My fear is that, given our inclination to fantasy and 
our desire for security, what many are secretly and  
not so secretly thinking will become a reality and  
we will heave a collective sigh of relief and think 
we have solved a problem by deciding that the 
immigrants are their own problem, and we will 
begin to let them or, worse, hasten their deaths. 
 

I read in the NYT what happened last Saturday 
when a guy drove his car into a crowd of migrants 
and killed many. The New York Times reported one 
of the survivors of that attack said, “What have we 
done to deserve this?” 
 

As has happened before the dying of the migrants 
just might become another kind of industry as it 
did in the midpoint of the first half of the 
twentieth century. 
 

Of course, I would like to think that you think I am 
just nuts with stuff like that but given the level of 
intelligent leadership we have and the talents that 
we have to turn the truth into fiction and fiction 
into truth, I am not so sure.  
 

I fear that we do not have the intellectual and 
moral wisdom to recognize the alchemy at work in 
our midst. 
 

I will not go into the details of what I read about 
the murders committed by yet another young man 
with a gun who decided who should live and who 
should die leaving among others a 5 year old 
orphan after his parents and little brother were 
shot. 
 

I could go on and so could you and we might 
disagree on lots of things, but something is 
seriously wrong, there is a despair and a rage that 
is consuming the goodness and the beauty and the 
truth that is to be inherent in human life as we 
believe we have been created by a Loving Mystery. 
 

To be fair last Sunday’s New York Times, also, had 
many stories of the beauty and truth and 
goodness found inherent in the lives of many more 
people than we find in the bad and evil stuff that 
people are capable of, but the bad stuff, the 
stories of violence and cruelty are beginning to be 
overwhelming for many of us. 

Dear Friends, 
 

I have read the Sunday New York Times almost 
every week for 40 years, these days I read it on 
Monday evenings.  
 

Last night I read about the coronation of King 
Charles, as the front section was filled with stories 
and pictures about the event. That royal family is a 
big business and obviously they have a product 
that sells big time. Fantasy is the product, and they 
are major league marketers in distraction from 
reality. 
 

Much of the world and certainly the United States 
is addicted to fantasy because, as I see it, reality is 
so complicated and reality makes many of us ill at 
ease so even in our own skins we are at best 
uncomfortable so we use fantasy movies, fantasy 
television, fantasy games, lots and lots of fantasy 
games, all kinds of fantasy games, to try and make 
sense out of reality. 
 

It isn’t working, I don’t think as the fantasies grow 
in importance to us, life just gets more 
complicated, so we do more fantasies and the 
complications get bigger and more consequential. 
 

The New York Times had a lot to say about the 
immigration crisis especially the one on our 
southern border, the one caused by the foreign 
policies we set during the Cold War to keep 
“communists” out of the southern hemisphere, 
the one that trained and maintained Latin 
American armies rather than teachers and doctors 
and engineers and therapists and economists and 
entrepreneurs, just armies. 
 

Our policies of the 1950’s are what created the 
immigrations crisis that we live with now and 
there is no turning back the clock. The schools that 
went unbuilt, the agriculture that went 
undeveloped, the economies that never diversified 
and developed, the democracies that were never 
created cannot be fixed now, so we have countless 
numbers of people running from poverty and 
violence and cruelties unimaginable and we have 
no idea what to do with them and no idea how to 
solve the problem or remedy the terrible situation 
that has no end in sight but one that ought to 
strike fear in the hearts and minds of normal 
human beings. 



First Holy Communion 
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The Number Drawn 

 

On Tuesday, 
 

May 9, 2023 
 

 
Was #2528. 

 

The Winner Would 
Have Won 

 
$810.00 

 
The Next 50/50 Club Drawing 

is Scheduled for 
 

Tuesday, May 16, 2023. 

May 6 - 7, 2022 
 
 

 

Zayn Haddad 
Addison Marino 

Emma Perez 
Sofia Rivera 

Club Information 

To be eligible to win our weekly 50/50 Club you MUST use 2 
separate envelopes dated for the current week and enve-
lopes must be received by the business office before 8:30 am 
on Monday morning following the envelope date.  Please 
drop your envelopes in the collection basket at church, drop 
your envelopes in the drop box located to the right of the 
business office door, or you may mail in your envelopes.  
(Please allow extra time if you are mailing in your enve-
lopes.)  In your weekly offering envelope, your contribution 
must be at least $5, and you must use your corresponding 
weekly 50/50 club envelope with exactly $5 in that envelope.  
If you donate with checks, you must write two separate 
checks for each envelope every week.  Writing one check for 
your monthly offering and/or 50/50 contributions is not al-
lowed.  An NSF check will make a participant ineligible.  Do-
nations received through OSV on-line giving are not eligible 
to participate in the 50/50 Club. Failure to comply with any 
of these rules will result in ineligibility for participation in 
that week’s 50/50 club. 
 

Weekly drawings are held at 9:30 am on Tuesday mornings.  
If a winner is picked, they will be contacted via phone on 
Tuesday morning.  Should the drawn envelope number not 
be present in that Sunday’s collection, the winnings will roll-
over into the next week’s drawing.  Thank you. 

 
 

I cannot imagine what it must be like for the 
children living through the violence and cruelty as 
the reality of their lives. If people think we have 
problems now, what will be coming as these 
traumatized kids grow up will make the problems 
of today look simple and please know that I hope 
and pray that I am wrong. 
 

I cannot imagine what it is like for our children 
whom we assume live in safety and security to 
wake up every day and see and hear of more 
death and violence and cruelty. I wonder what 
they will think of us and what we did or did not do 
to help other children live in safety and security. 
 

God forbid that we have happen here in our midst 
and in our lives what has happened in so many other 
lives and schools and shopping malls and churches 
and synagogues and street corners, but, to be clear, 
God did not forbid it there because it isn’t on God to 
heal our wounds, God already tried that in Jesus 
Christ. 
 

We are called to listen and follow him to the cross 
and the resurrection not maintain the violence and 
cruelty of the “world” of scarcity and envy. 
 

The commandments of Jesus are not what we call 
The Ten Commandments. The commandments of 
Jesus are to love God above all and to love our 
neighbor as ourselves. 
 

The so called Ten Commandments are pre- Christian 
laws that have been manipulated in these days to 
excuse us because we do not do what they tell us not 
to do, they are not the words of Another Advocate. 
 

I have no doubt that that other Advocate is working 
hard to have us know that, but it is our desire to 
maintain certain structures and systems of privilege 
and prerogative that are tenaciously held to by many 
of us that causes a spiritual and moral deafness.  
 

Healthy Catholicism and healthy Christianity is 
concerned with helping us “listen” and then “see” 
the presence of the Mystery of Love in all of creation 
but I fear healthy Catholicism and health Christianity 
are occupied with other concerns these days. 
 
Peace, 
 

Father Niblick  



Renewal Journey Coordinating Team 
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Hi!  I’m Tricia Massa and I joined St. Maria Goretti parish two years ago along with my 

husband, Tony, and our two daughters, who are both college students.  We were all 

attracted to the parish because we appreciate the beautiful liturgies and welcoming 

atmosphere.  I am grateful for this opportunity to serve and hope my past experiences in 

other parishes will help me contribute a different perspective to the coordinating team.  I 

have been active in liturgical ministries, have led bible study and small groups, and have 

been a volunteer with the Society of St. Vincent de Paul (SVDP) for many years.  I have 

also led the SVDP Voice of the Poor Committee, which is focused on advocacy for the poor and marginalized, and I 

represent SVDP on the Diocesan Social Teaching Commission.  I’m really excited about the opportunity of the 

renewal journey to help us grow closer as a community, for both old and new parishioners to discover together 

where the Holy Spirit is leading our parish.  And I look forward to meeting as many of you as possible as we go on 

this journey together! 

Hello I am Gerry Miller.  My wife, Pam, and I have lived in Dyer for 50 years and we have 
two married children; a daughter, who lives in San Diego and a son who lives in Highland.  
I graduated from St. Joseph's College, Calumet Campus in 1969 with a BS in Business 
Management and then was drafted into the US Army where I served for two years.  After 
the service, I came home and started work with Centier Bank, where I worked for 40 years 
before retiring as a Vice President and Manager of the Dyer Office. 
 

I have been involved with St. Maria Goretti since its inception. I was on the Building 
Committee and served as the first treasurer.  My wife and I both served as lecturers and ushers and I was asked by 
Father Ameling to be the first Eucharistic Minister for the parish. I hope to continue serving our parish and Father 
Leo by offering my business skills and experience to help guide us through our "Renewal Journey". 
 

The benefits I see coming from our journey are a closer knit relationship within our parish that creates a truly 
Christian family.  And also, more involvement from our parishioners by using their God given talents to enrich our 
parish. 

Hi!  I am Lori Chen.  My family has called St. Maria Goretti home for the past 17 years.  To 
be honest, we did not “shop” around for a church that many years ago.  We came because 
we knew Father Niblick was the pastor, and for me, I had ties to him as a child through Our 
Lady of Grace in Highland.  I had been away from the church through my 20’s but found 
my way back after getting married and having my first 2 sons.  Father was very welcoming, 
which is no surprise to anyone who knows him.  The rumors were true - it was a very “kid 
friendly” parish that chose to focus on human connection and a sense of belonging. It was 
about focusing on our similarities as a people and less on what divides us.  He baptized  

    our two sons then and went on to do the same for our next 2 children. 
 

This church wrapped its arms around me at a time when I really needed it too with no questions asked.  It 
continued to do so through our more celebratory days of Baptisms, First Communions, and Confirmations, but 
maybe just as importantly, on the “regular” day-to-day moments that life brings.  Because of Father  Niblick’s 
kindness, we developed a wonderful life with him and other families at this parish.  The friendships we have made 
go beyond Sunday mornings spent together at mass.  They extend through the doors and are woven into our 
everyday lives.  I currently volunteer as a CFP catechist for third grade and also teach the little kids in Liturgy of the 
Word on Sundays.  I have also had a lot of fun working fish fries and VBS’s with the kids and fellow parishioners 
over the years. 
 

As a mom and a nurse, I really have a love for people of all ages.  We ALL have value.  Every generation brings their 
own experiences and insight.  Our gifts and talents are special gifts from God and he intentionally makes us all 
different because you need diversity to make this world work!  So, if we listen closely to what God is asking of us, 
we can do our part to make this parish, community, and world a more welcoming place for a lot of people.  As SMG 
prepares for renewal, I believe that means we hold on to the positive experiences from our past years here and use 
that as inspiration going forward.  I look forward to working with you all. I can’t wait to hear your stories and to see 
what we can accomplish as a community through God. I think we are fortunate to have Father Leo walking with us 
on this journey. His excitement is palpable! 



April, 2023 
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Railcats vs. Milwaukee 

Baseball Game 
 

 
Wednesday, June 28, 2023 

$25.00 per person 
 

Join us for a fun afternoon at the ballpark. 
 

Depart St. Maria Goretti parking lot at 10:45am via Starlight Express Coach. 
 

Game starts at 12:00 pm. 
 

Ticket includes a Hot Dog, Chips and a Drink. 
 

Return at approximately 4:00 pm 
 

For reservations, please call 219.865.5482 or email KarenB@smgdyer.org 
Your payment confirms your reservation! 

Emelia Alberico 
Robert Trembacki 
Dennis O’Connor 

Mary Jadernak 
William Mansfield 

Kathrynne Adaire Sarti 
Francis Fox 

Jose Rosado 

Mr. Simon Abeyta and Ms. Krystina Ortiz 
and son Simon Melo 

 

Mr. & Mrs. Ronald and Janice Szarfarczyk 
 

Ms. Kristy Vega  
and children Vincent Jantz 

and Trevor George 

Grayson Beckham Jones 
Mya Nicole Munoz 

Violet Aurora Wartman 
Casey Brooks Mastej 
Brooks Patrick Clark 

VS. 

Levi Jacob Malloy 
Valentina Antonia Flores 

Ello Adele Luna 
Madilyn Ann Sabaitis 

Maria Milagros Hinton 

mailto:KarenB@smgdyer.org


Quiet Prophecy - Ron Rolheiser 
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Christian discipleship calls all of us to be prophetic, to 
be advocates for justice, to help give voice to the 
poor, and to defend truth.  But not all of us, by 
temperament or by particular vocation, are called to 
civil disobedience, public demonstrations, and the 
picket lines, as were Dorothy Day, Martin Luther King, 
Daniel Berrigan, and other such prophetic figures.  All 
are asked to be prophetic, but for some this means 
more wielding a basin and towel than wielding a 
placard. 
 

There is a powerful way of being prophetic that, while 
seemingly quiet and personal, is never private.  And 
its rules are the same as the rules for those who, in 
the name of Jesus, are wielding placards and risking 
civil disobedience.  What are those rules, rules for a 
Christian prophecy? 
 

First, a prophet makes a vow of love, not of 
alienation. There is a critical distinction between 
stirring up trouble and offering prophecy out of love, a 
distinction between operating out of egoism and 
operating out of faith and hope.  A prophet risks 
misunderstanding, but never seeks it, and a prophet 
seeks always to have a mellow rather than an angry 
heart. 
 

Second, a prophet draws his or her cause from Jesus 
and not from an ideology.  Ideologies can carry a lot 
of truth and be genuine advocates for justice.  But, 
people can walk away from an ideology, seeing it 
precisely as an ideology, as political correctness, and 
thus justify their rejection of the truth it carries. 
Sincere people often walk away from Greenpeace, 
from Feminism, or Liberation Theology, from Critical 
Race Theory, and many other ideologies which in fact 
carry a lot of truth because those truths are wrapped 
inside an ideology.  Sincere people will not walk away 
from Jesus.  In our struggle for justice and truth, we 
must be ever vigilant that we are drawing our truth 
from the Gospels and not from some ideology. 
 

Third, a prophet is committed to non-violence.  A 
prophet is always seeking to personally disarm rather 
than to arm, to be in the words of Daniel Berrigan, a 
powerless criminal in a time of criminal power.  A 
prophet takes Jesus seriously when he asks us, in the 
face of violence, to turn the other cheek.  A prophet 
incarnates in his or her way of living the eschatological 
truth that in heaven there will be no guns. 
 

Fourth, a prophet articulates God’s voice for the 
poor and for the earth.  Any preaching, teaching, or 
political action that is not good news for the poor is 
not the Gospel of Jesus Christ. Jesus came to bring  

good news to the poor, to “widows, orphans, and 
strangers” (biblical code for the most vulnerable 
groups in society).  As Pastor Forbes once famously 
said:  Nobody goes to heaven without a letter of 
reference from the poor.  We are not meant to be the 
church compatible. 
 

Fifth, a prophet doesn’t foretell the future but 
properly names the present in terms of God’s vision 
of things.  A prophet reads where the finger of God is 
within everyday life, in function of naming our fidelity 
or infidelity to God and in function of pointing to our 
future in terms of God’s plan for us.  This is Jesus’ 
challenge to read the signs of the times. 
 

Sixth, a prophet speaks out of a horizon of hope.  A 
prophet draws his or her vision and energy not from 
wishful thinking nor from optimism, but from hope. 
And Christian hope is not based on whether the world 
situation is better or worse on a given day.  Christian 
hope is based on God’s promise, a promise that was 
fulfilled in the resurrection of Jesus, which assures us 
that we can entrust ourselves to love, truth, and 
justice, even if the world kills us for it. The stone will 
always roll back from the tomb. 
 

Seventh, a prophet’s heart and cause are never a 
ghetto.  Jesus assures us that in his Father’s house 
there are many rooms. Christian prophecy must 
ensure that no person or group can make God their 
own tribal or national deity. God is equally solicitous 
vis-à-vis all people and all nations. 
 

Finally, a prophet doesn’t just speak or write about 
injustice, a prophet also acts and acts with courage, 
even at the cost of death.  A prophet is a wisdom 
figure, a Magus or a Sophia, who will act, no matter 
the cost in lost friends, lost prestige, lost freedom, or 
danger to his or her own life.  A prophet has enough 
altruistic love, hope, and courage to act, no matter the 
cost.  A prophet never seeks martyrdom but accepts it 
if it finds him or her. 
 

This last counsel is, I believe, the one most challenging 
for “quiet” prophets.  Wisdom figures are not 
renowned for being on the picket lines, but in that lies 
the challenge.  A prophet can discern at what time to 
park the placard and bring out the basin and towel – 
and at what time to lay aside the basin and towel and 
pick up the placard. 
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